
 

 

 

 

NEWSLETTER 

Issue 84 February2019 

Note from the Chair: 
 

 

I am typing this accompanied by the gentle pitter 
patter of steady RAIN on the roof, in fact I have 

been hearing the sound off and on since we 
returned last night (Saturday) from 3 weeks 

away in the “bus” enjoying nothing but fabulous 
sun, gentle breezes and possibly the best hot dry 

summer for 10 years, BUT it has affected our far 
North olives. 

 
Since early December I have been visiting olive 

groves (or talking to grove owners) about their 

crop and what is happening on the grove etc and 
how things are progressing with the drought up 

here in the upper North Island. It has been a 
rather disappointing experience – there is more 

than just a handful of light or no crops on the 
trees, or dried out fruit falling on the ground with 

the odd reasonable crops but certainly signs of 
stress becoming very obvious. 

 
My fellow “grumpy old men” here in Kerikeri have 

visited 2 groves in particular that have always 
produced really great volumes of mainly J5 – this 

year there is basically no fruit on most of the 
trees. Soil testing shows they are light on boron, 

potassium, magnesium and calcium. The PH is 

low but bottom line is "stress" i.e. the soil is 
“extremely dry.” 

 
They had average flowering but little or no fruit 

set so presumably the deficiencies had 
something to do with the poor fruit set BEFORE 

the current drought finished them off. 
 

 
That brings me to climate and soil and the need 

to look after the soil so we can better deal with 
the vagaries of our climate. 



 

 

When I go back through our weather records over the last 7 - 8 years it is 

pretty clear that we have experienced rather more of a semi-tropical 
climate rather than this current old style Northern hot, dry and windy at 

times with no rain of any volume for 2 – 3 months. 
 

I have seen the benefit of all types of mulch that have seemed to help the 
trees retain the olives on the trees versus those that have sprayed the 

ground so not a single leaf of any plant exists and the majority of those  
trees show the stress more clearly.  

 
For me the effects of changing climate become very obvious when we have 

these dramatic switches as is the case this summer.  I believe that our 
olives have grown to accept and deal with the wetter summers and have 

produced some great harvests but in lots of cases the oil just hasn’t been 
the very best we would hope for. So what will happen this year? 

 

So for those fortunate enough to still have a decent crop I will wait with 
great excitement to see how this year’s oils will turn out. I would love to 

taste a variety of Koroneiki oils after pressing to see if the summer 0f 
2018/19 dry has given us the beautiful Koroneiki taste of old.  

 
Finally I would also urge as many members as possible to attend the AGM 

at Greg and Kath Scopas place in Wellsford on Sunday 17th February 
starting at 11a.m.   

 
In many ways this AGM could be one of the most important for many years 

and as advised we will be opening the floor to whomever wants to talk 
about the ongoing Oliveti amalgamating with ONZ saga and the proposed 

importing company as outlined in an earlier newsletter. This is the time to 
speak your mind and to give your incoming committee a guide to where 

you think we should go or should we remain as we are? 

 
JOHN BISHOP CHAIR 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Olivado Limited 

For all your olive pressing and 

bottling needs. 

Ph. 09 407 3080 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Where Quality and Service 
Count 

Contract Pressings and Sales 
Full press house service includes fruit cleaning, processing, contract harvesting, pruning, 
filtering and bottling.  No processing aids used. 
Operating 500Kg an hour press.    
 

7 Harding Road,  Hoteo North,  RD2  Wellsford.(5km south west of Wellsford off SH16),  
Ph: Greg Scopas on 09 4237678 or email greg@salumeriafontana.co.nz for bookings 

www.salumeriafontana.co.nz 

 

Editorial Notes by Kay McKelvie. 

1. To run sheep or not to run sheep. 

With the huge amount of rain over December and the subsequent endless 

growth of Kikuyu grass we decided to canvas the option of running sheep 

under our olive trees. We asked various members of their success, or other 

wise, of this practice and met with mainly positive replies.  So we pursued 

the matter by getting some quotes for fencing. These proved to be quite 

high overall ranging from $22 to $27 per metre. To that needed to be added 

the cost of catching and distributing water and the cost of the sheep. I of 

course had in mind the end result of lovely black faced sheep eating the 

grass down to look like the Sussex countryside. The said sheep would never 

butt their way through the fenceline, would provide us with the odd lamb 

for the freezer and need no maintenance whatsoever! Discussing this 

scenario with the same growers who have sheep the responses went from 

generally positive to sceptical. That was even before we heard that actually 

getting fencers to turn up and do the work was hard going. Then of course 

the sun began to shine, the grass has finally stopped growing, and we have 

resorted again to a limited weed spray programme and the money will now 

be spent on another winter escape.  All very short term thinking I realise 

but by the time you are in your 70’s you start to act that way. No doubt we 

will go through the same process in December this year.  

 

2. The AGM Sunday 17th February at Greg Scopas, 

Salumeria Fontana 7 Harding Road 5km from 

Wellsford off SH 16. 11am start, shared lunch. 
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3. The AGM and proposed constitutional changes 

During the past year the Oliveti committee has identified a need for the 

rules of the Association to be updated. A review of the constitution has 

identified areas where changes would benefit the organisation and clarify 

some ambiguities: 

A. There is a need to change some of the wording to enable Oliveti to access 

tax benefits for community organisations. This includes being clearer on 

what we actually do 

B. There are duplications, inconsistencies and contradictions in the length 

of time meeting notices and remits need to be communicated between the 

committee and membership. 

 

In addition, we are proposing proxy voting at meetings. Given the 

geographical disbursement of members, many find it difficult to attend 

meetings. We are suggesting members can nominate other members who 

are present at meetings to vote on their behalf. 

 

Under separate attachment are the list of changes being proposed and a 

brief explanation for the change. These will be voted on at the AGM If you 

have any questions or concerns about these please contact Sandy 

on sandyt@xtra.co.nz 

 

 

4. Our Speaker for the AGM 

 

Peter Crelinsten from Puketi Olive Farm will present on his experiences with 

using natural fertilisers to significantly improve the soil which improves the 

health of the trees. This has a direct link to limiting the infection of olive 

threatening diseases and which seems to link directly with improving 

polyphenol count to above the magical 250ppm. 

 

With the USA FDA and the EU both allowing full promotion of the health 

benefits of EVOO with polyphenols above the magic figure this is timely to 

suggest that it is in fact not all about quantity using petro-chemical based 

fertilisers and sprays etc BUT rather concentrating on the health benefits. 
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5. Nominations called for  Committee positions 

 

So far we have received nominations for the Chair- John Bishop, Secretary-

Pauline Young, Treasurer- Maxi Thompson, and Committee members - 

Sandy Thompson and Kay McKelvie. It would be terrific if we could get one 

or two more people to join the committee so that we get new ideas into the 

mix. Let Pauline Young know if you are available.  secretary@oliveti.co.nz 

 

6. Welcome Back to some old members 

 

This month we welcome back Stef Railey and Wayne Radford from Silver 

Hill Olives, previous winners of our best in show award. Stef and Mike, in 

addition to running a grove and press house, also run a launch hire 

company for deep sea fishing. R&R Charters. 

 

My husband and I were lucky enough to have the enjoyment of a day out 

on their boat by way of a thank-you to us for loaning them some fustis last 

season. Thanks both it was a day to remember particularly the  bit  

 
 

 

where we went over the Mangawhai bar!! Here is a picture of a couple of 

the fish we brought home.  
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We also welcome back to NZ shores Ross and Jo Blackman from Russell,  

after their twelve month sail around Europe. No doubt in time to do some 

work with the next Americas Cup. Is there anything I can loan you Ross?  

 

Current Committee contact details: 

Chair: John Bishop info@oliveti.co.nz  094071023 

Secretary: Pauline Young secretary@oliveti.co.nz 092809905 

Treasurer: Maxi Thomson delyat@xtra.com 094362365 

Committee Members: 

 Kay McKelvie  mckelviekay@gmail.com 021959203 

 Sandy Thompson Sandyt@xtra.co.nz 0225726398 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For contracting pressing 
Roger Stephenson, Quail Ridge – Cielo Uliveto Ltd 

Tutukaka 

09 434 3337 or 0274 773 464  www.cielouliveto.co.nz 

r.stephenson@xtra.co.nz 
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Welcome to Makiko from Far North Lab, our new corporate sponsor, who 

will do olive oil testing previously undertaken by Andreas Kurmann. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

THE REAL GRAFT OF GRAFTING. 

 

Last month we did a feature on grafting from Leon Narbey and earlier we 

had a field day and article led by Dave Hollsworth. Here are reports of 

various results. 

 

1.How to make a mess of grafting on to an olive tree.  

John O’Leary, Arapiak Olives 
 

 

Choose trees which have not been producing well for the last nine years 

 

Source scions from other trees, which have been champion croppers more 

than once. 

 

Trim the scions into lovely sharp points. 

 

Using a chainsaw, cut unwanted branches off the recipient trees. 

 

Using a Stanely knife, cut a line down the bark of the recipient tree. 

 

Gently peel the bark back, as you believe you have seen experience grafters 

do. 

ephenson, Quail Ridge – Cielo veto Ltd Tutukaka 

09 434 3337 or 0274 773 464  www.cielouliveto.co.nz 

r.stephenson@xtra.co.nz 
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Insert the scions into the various slots in the recipient trees. 

 

Ignore the rain which has started to fall gently. 

 

Continue to ignore the rain which has commenced pelting down. 

 

Using tape left over by an electrician while doing a job for which he charged 

too much, and ignoring the risk of hypothermia, tightly wind the incorrect 

tape around the newly created joint between the scions and the bark of the 

trees. 

 

Select a roll of postage style string from the pool of water now half way up 

the the bucket in which you have been carrying your tools. 

 

Bracing yourself against the Kaipara Zephyr (any wind under 200knots), 

tightly bind the string around the tape, which is covering the water infused 

joints between the bark and the scions. 

From under the surface of the water in the now relatively full bucket, grasp 

firmly the top of the cap on the tube of what is described as “Grafting and 

Sealing Compound”, which cost the price of a small building on the Champs 

Elysees. 

 

Discover the top of the cap is broken.  

 

Ignore this, as through rainwashed spectacles can be seen “May be applied 

to wet or dry joints” on the outside of the tube of sealing compound. 

 

Become aware that the contents of the tube were under some pressure, 

and are enjoying the freedom of movement afforded by the removal of the 

broken cap. 

 

Generously apply the contents of the deflating tube across the saturated 

joints on the several trees spread surprisingly widely across the developing 

swamp which has materialised in the immediate vicinity. 

 

Make out the distant parking position of the tractor which can be discerned 

through the monsoon deluge. 

 

Collect tools and other equipment, and an overflowing bucket, wade across 

the mini- estuary to the aforementioned tractor. 



 

 

 

Ignore the overflowing drains on the side of the farm road as you drive 

between the trees in the grove, and the safety of the house. 

 

Daily, from mid July, after regaining your health from the hideous bout of 

flu which attacked without warning during the grafting, through until the 

following February, visit the trees to observe the progress of the grated 

joints. 

 

Watch the trees sprouting at an alarming rate, anywhere other than in the 

location of anything that looks like a grafted joint. 

 

In mid February, accept defeat and remove evidence of failed grafts and 

share the depressing nature of the experience detailed above, with no one, 

to avoid humiliation 
 

 

 

 

2. Leon Narbey, Narbey Olives 

 

I grafted 75 trees in 2013/14. They are fruiting well this year much like you 

would expect a ten year old tree to. They are mostly J5 onto 

Minerva/Leccino, and Seresin /Frantoio onto Leccino. Each had numerous 

grafts mostly done above the spread of the major branches. It is interesting 

to see the new smooth bark of the grafted wood above the old trunk. 

 

Last year I did 45 trees and all but 2 have been successful. I’m doing less 

grafts/scions on each trunk – usually 2 per branch/trunk knowing that I 

may have to prune one off so as to have a less tangled tree. The 16 Picual 

have performed exceptionally well on the Koroneiki trunks. 

 

All up I’ve grafted 18% of our grove, so no Koroneiki, Minerva/Leccinos and 

less straight Leccinos. We hope they will come in the next few years. 

 

 

3. Dave Hallsworth Whangarei Heads 

 
 

My first experience with tree grafting was through attending a workshop 

run by the Northland branch of “Treecroppers”. I was fortunate enough to 

win the raffle at the event and the prize was a very good knife, tape, wax 

and paint.  Unfortunately, none of those attending had any experience with 

olive trees, so Dr Google had to be called on. A very kind showed me how 



 

 

it was done, though he walked through the fields looking for wild trees to 

graft onto! Had I taken the trouble to open the pages of my excellent RHS 

Encyclopedia of Gardening, I would have read a similar explanation.  

 

The previous owner of our property decided to include Chemlali among the 

trees he planted. Yes, they do make a lovely oil after you have picked 

millions of them (we pick by hand.) and they must be the fastest most 

vertical growing tree there is – great for bean poles if nothing else. 

 

I decided to do three trees as experiments, before tackling the rest. On one 

tree the grafts didn’t take and on a second they have been fairly weak, but 

the third is superb. It is now a Frantoio/Chemlali hybrid, producing a decent 

quantity of frantoio fruit.  The chemlali part could easily be removed to 

leave a very good tree.  

 

After doing my own trees, I demonstrated the technique on a couple of 

trees at a Far North Field Day. I don’t know if they worked or not. (I spoke 

with Julie Mays, whose property the field day was at, and she said 

unfortunately none of the grafts took.)  

 

As for the rest of my trees, inertia took over and they remain to be done. 

Other projects seemed to take over, so I “stag-horned” quite a few of them 

to give me breathing space.  As we are now in the process of selling up it 

will be down to someone else to finish the job. 

 

Note from the Editor 

II take this opportunity to thank Dave for his contribution over the years to 

the Oliveti Committee. Dave was Treasurer for a number of years and a 

terrific contributor to this newsletter. He also did some excellent field day 

workshops on grafting. My first committee meeting ever was at Dave and  

Bridgit’s  home in Taranuii where a great lunch and swim took place and 

we got to meet the donkey who carted their fruit up the steep incline that 

was their grove. All the best Dave and Bridgit for your new venture in 

Russell. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

A Letter to the Editor 

Dear all, 

 

When we received John Bishop’s latest email I was a little concerned at the 

tone of his comments, especially since we are one of the few companies 

still sponsoring Oliveti, and the only sponsor that attended the “mini expo” 

at Barry Wade’s grove this year. As Olives on the Hill, we are also one of 

the few groves that supported the Oliveti Olive Trail. 

 

At the Oliveti AGM, it was decided that Oliveti would continue on as a 

separate entity, without any affiliation to Olives NZ, the national body, so 

the members of Oliveti can enjoy significantly lower membership fees. I 

know that many of you are also Olives NZ members, and therefore pay two 

membership fees, and as Olives NZ members, will have received the 

discount that we offered to members of our national organisation this year. 

You will all be aware of the higher membership fees with Olives NZ, and 

that was one of the main reasons we offered a 10% discount to those 

customers who have a current membership with Olives NZ.  Since we 

purchased this business from John in 2017, we have reduced many of the 

prices that we inherited, and we have provided a 10% discount this year to 

our customers that show an interest in the wider New Zealand olive industry 

through their membership of the national body. I don’t see this as a 

subsidy, since discounting has reduced our margin on many of the sales 

around New Zealand this year. Rather, I believe it is a mark of our 

commitment, through lower margins, to the wider olive industry in New 

Zealand.  

 

I believe the New Zealand olive industry can compete on the world stage, 

but we need to work together not against each other to make this a reality. 

I was very hopeful that this year the Oliveti management would put aside 

their differences and become the northland regional branch of Olives NZ.  

We at The Grove Supply Co. wish to support all members of the New 

Zealand olive industry, and so we will extend the offer of the 10% discount 

to Olives NZ members and Oliveti members on any orders made before 

31st March 2019, at which time we will be reviewing our pricing and 

discounting policy. 

 

Finally, we would like to wish all our customers a very successful harvest 

in 2019. 

Warm regards, Linda and Chris 

The Grove Suppply Company 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


